
During the Early Modern period several European „nations‟ crossed the Atlantic and built their over-

seas empires in the Americas. Almost everything seems to have been different in those empire-

building processes, not only their chronologies, motivations and cultural backgrounds, but also the pre

-existing realities, societies and institutions they encountered on site, from north to south of the conti-

nent. Nevertheless, they were all forced to face, on a smaller or larger scale, the “land issue” – its oc-

cupation, its (re)allocation, the rule over it. In this talk, I would like to discuss, in comparative terms, 

the variety of solutions used by the different European-based empires (Spanish, Portuguese, French, 

British and Dutch) in dealing with property rights, patterns of settlement and conflicts over land in the 

colonization of Americas.  
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Beginning July 6, 2011, join us at noon at the Brown | RISD Hillel at 80 Brown Street in the Meeting Room on 

the second floor.  Hillel is located on the corner of Brown and Angell streets, right across from the  

History Department‟s Peter Green House.   

Going forward, the JCBL will no longer provide sandwiches or beverages.  

Please bring your own lunch.  

We hope to see you in our new location! 
This lecture will follow our weekly 

JCB Fellows’ Lunch, held every Wednesday 

of the calendar year, summer and winter, without interruption. 
 

Lunch begins at 12 noon, the talk follows at 12:30 p.m. 
 

Call 401-863-2725 for more information or email: JCBL_Information@Brown.edu 

“Eden in Virginia von der Helvetischen Societet, “ Nev-gefundenes Eden, oder 
Aussführlicher Bericht von Sud- und Nord-Carolina, Pensilphania, Mary Land, 

& Virginia, [Bern], 1737. 

Original in the John Carter Brown Library. 
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